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FARMERS OF BQOPE-ISLANO, 

Last April a little book was circukCed ajtncmg lur. ' 
This book is called ^* Hints to the Farmers of Rnod^ 
Island.'' It was fistbricated, printed aiid sent abroad t6 
deceive ; and to induce us to set aside our iriid and 
faithful Senators ; to displace our Representatives ; li^tid' 
elec( such a General Assembly as would abolish Fred 
Schools ; overthrow the Supreme Court ; destroy ev«ry 
improvement in the State ; and take the money appro- 
priated to those useful purposes, which, when once in 
their hands we should never again get intd ours. 

We were, in some degree, deceived by this book ; 
for we voted fpr the Jackson Pro^, and have denrived 
ourselves of the services of our former faithful Mepub^ 
Item Senators. But though wanting to ourselves, oUr 
good fortune did pot desert us; for our Representa*' 
tives being also Republicans, have stood firm to bur" 
interest, and by their firmness, saved the State. 

Although the dangers are how paist, jtt may it not be 
useful to give this book some examinatton ? Sailors, atr 
we are torn, when they have escaped perilfrom stmkm 
rocks or under water currents, mark the plkee on th^ir 
charts, that all future n9.vi^ators maty shun tife like 
jeopardy. It is customary m some countries, ti6 set tip 
a large wooden cross at the place where a rbbbety has 
boen committed, thereby to warn travellers, lliat fefontt 
may be lurking near tti^irpath. Giiminals too ai^li 
sometimes hung in gibbets near wherf they did theilp 
last exploit of villany. It will, therefore, be usefiil tot 
us, as well as somewhat amusing, to inquire wfeo made 
this bopk ; diat we may see if they are persons likely 
to do any thing for the benefit of the FarpieMof Rlipde-- 



island ; to look into the manner in which it was soatter- 
ed over the State, and see, if a thing done so slyly, and 
so much in the dark, could *be intended for any good 
purpose ; and finally to examine the book itself, mereby 
to demonstrate how truth and falsehood have been so 
mixed and kneaded together in the work that the whole 
compo^onsliotitd befoul add pcisenout mA destruc- 
tive to all who might receive it. 

Notwithstanding the authors of this mischievous work 
took unwearied pains to hide their trail; yet since the 
effects of it are seen, they have been traced, pursued, 
discovered^ and are now as well known, as ever a party 
of savages were, after they had broken into a house in 
th^ i^i^t time, and carriea off the scalps of all the wo- 
n^f n and children found in it. 

' Wlioajre thev? Messrs. ElishaR. Potter, Wil- 
Jiprs ;tjpniK6, John R. Waterimun^ and the Editor of 
a I^^wspap^r in Providence, called the "Herald.'* 
What ha^ye these men, or either of them, done for " the 
Farmers of Rliode-Island?" . 

;Mr, Potter, I agree, is a ^reat landholder. He 
owns many farms. He is exorbitantly rich in lands, in 
money^ in l^anks ; and is now pic^dng u^ some of his 
l^ose carnSf and buUdiqg a .Cotton Factory. He is 
p^^e^ul. Who that has dared to cross his path, with- 
Hi reach of his arm, lias not felt his iron hq,nd? He leas* 
e^.many £surm$. Did he ever leas^ one without an 
a^eeipenty made by the tenant, not only to pay the rent, 
but also, to vote for his landlord on all occasions? He 
Ie49e3 comers of land for life, to poor men, to build lit- 
H^ houses upon, and dxereby become freemen. This is 
ii?«{/; but they are his. 171^, pound by the most solemn 
promi|9es, to vote for him. He loans money in small 
wmis^ 09 perfect security; gets the highest rate of in- 
terest, which can be squeezed out of Ms debtor ; and 
ihen over axid above zlly exacts a promise t9 vote for 
hua. He\ navcfrjii^ped a man to a loan from one of 
his banks, without an express, or implied promise, to be 
n Pottefs moiu bideed all these unfortunate men, 
whether debtors^ lessees, or those aided by him at his 
bfanks, are his vassals, and slaves, as really as the peas- 
ants of a Russian lord arei his slaves, although not ex- 
actly in the same way. He, sometimes, gives ^his men 
z kmd of play day. It is when he promises r friend, po^ 



Kikalty^ that he wilt support him. He then TOtM fifr 
that . friend, hiimelf, and every Patterns man votes 
agmnst him. Th^sQ are some of the qualifications of 
Mr. Etisha R. Potter J one of the authors of the little 
book, called "Hints to the Farmers of Rhode-Island.* 

The next is Wilkins Updike, Esq. Wilkins is a 
Patterns man. You have seen boys, when they were 
topping com stalks, stop and make a whistle out of the 
hollow stem ofa leaf,' cut from a pumpkin vine. Just 
such a play thing is Mr Wilkins Updike^ in the hand 
of Mr. Elisha R. Potter. If Mr. Potter wishes to make 
a noise with him, he .makes a noise. If tired of him he 
throws him down in the dirt, as the boys do their 
pumpkin vine whistle — ^there he lies^ till Master Potter 
pleases to pick him up again. At the last General As- 
sembly Mr. . Potter set him up for Speaker ; but he 
would not go. He then screwed him up and put him to 
play a speech against the Supreme Court. Mr. Potter 
nimself made one speech to the House on the other side ; 
but went into the lobby ^ and made another^ in praise of 
Updike. ** He had never heard,'* as he protestedy^* such 
another speech as Squire Updike had made, though he 
had heard great speaking in Congress, and other 
places." Tms, Farmers of Rkode-Island, is the second 
of the authors of " Hints" to you. 

John R. Water]\ian, Esq. is a third man iu working 
up this book of ^' Hints." It is difficult to describe Mr;* 
W aterman, otherwise than as men. who are sometimes 
missing are described, by height ^ features and complex- 
ion. He is indeed quite a tJariot^^ man; and it may be 
said of him as it was of that Counsellor of Absalom who, 
one day, set his house in order, and hanged himself. 
He was 

^< Ev^ry thing by fits, and noUiing long.'^' 

He was high for Adams one year ago. The free- 
men of Warwick then dropt him for cause as a Repre<- 
sentative. He had no sooner touched the ground, than 
he whipt over on his other side; and sprang upon his. 
feet ^^ A Jackson man."^ If he is any tmng, it i^.one of 
Mr. Potter's conveniences. The " Hints" have been a 
useful book to Mr. Watenrian ; for Mr. Danforth, the 
Collector, finding him pretty ready mfig^ringy has ap- 
pointed him Weigher in the Custom House, with a sal- 



ary of «)K)ut tUtUw himdred 4^^4, ^tyjifoe dollar^ a 
yew, 

. Thefimrth audlastis.theil^clitoror opeof tile Edi- 
tors of the? "Herald,'' Ti\is p^per is believed to have had 
several persons occupied in tna;t business, and of these 
one w(^ W^LTsiR R. Danfo^th ISf^so. Mr. Danforth 
was handy.yfith his pen ; and undertoolc to smoothe and 
peUsk the rough fabrication produced by Mn Updike 
from the ratp materials fumisned by Mr. Potter and Mr. 
Wat^man* He was ^en vejry anxious for the success 
c^the Jackson Frox ; and^ therefore, was willing to labor 
at the Jpbf furnished him by his three copartners in the 
authorship of the " JHin^ts." But, if the truth could be 
known, it would now undoubtedly be found, that Mr. 
Danforik cjares as little at this time for the " Hints," as 
he did at /Aa^ for the concerns of those to whom they 
were made. The Prqsicjent of the United States has, 
since the " Hints" were published by hun, appointed 
Mr. Danforth Collector of the port of Providence, with 
an income of three thousand dollars a year. 

Now, my brothers of the Plough, what think you? 
Do these men know^ niuch ^.bout our concerns? Do. 
they care much for our interests? Mr. Elisha R. P ot- 
ter \b rich enough to buy one hundred of us, if we be 
poor enough to make sale of ourselves to him. Mr. 
IVilkim Updike is Mr. E. R. Pottefs — any thing ! his 
whistle ; and plays for none but Potier^s men. Mr* 
Waterman is snug in his office, at Providence, for the 
next third of a dozen years ; and whether farmers raise 
little or great crops, will trouble him but little, if he can 
work it so as to get things of us cheap. W. iJ. Dan- 
Jorthy Esq. is Collector of Providence, certain of his 
-JJ3000 a year ; and will trouble none of us again with 
" Hints," till four years from last November ; when he 
will "hint" to us that we ought to vote for Andrew Jack- 
son, or whomsoever else will be most likely to keep 
Aim, in his office of Collector. 

If we require more to convince us, that these gentle- 
men intended no good for us, by writing their book of 
" Hints to the Farmers of Rhode-Island," we may find 
it in the manner in which, it was scattered about the 
State. It was secretly printed in Providence, at the 
office of the " Herald." To this place no one goes^un- 
less he be a Jackson man of the newest fashion. 



paper has but few subscribers' ; and was get up by a con- 
tract amcnag a small number of partkaiits^ Mi^ho subscHb-** 
ed one hundred dollars each to s&t it in motion. Hkre 
these "Hints'* vere priiited; and frdm this ^plabe com- 
mitted to those partizaus, sworn to seeresy; arid by 
them they "were delivered tomessengersj^nro/efytobe 
carried to the new Senators^ and their immedi^ijbe mends, 
who were engaged to hand them about in every neigh- 
borhood ; but to keep them from the eyes of iallMrho 
would be likely to detect their faisehoods, or exdUdn 
their misrepresentations. In thismanner, this Book 
was Bcatt^reid ' abroad Hke a contagious distemper ; inor 
wasit until too late, known to any one, who cotild hate 
estopped the pestilence ; or furmshed a remedy for the 
disease. A few days oiily before 4^he election, the Book 
was discovered, nor could it then be credited by those 
who knew it^ misrepresentations, that a thing so gross- 
ly f obey could be received as truth. They werfemfa- 
taken. It had passed On, in darkness, and: silence ; be- 
ing unknown, it went to the haridsof Aoft^^/men, xmsus- 
pected and uncontradicted ; and they received as truths 
what no one denoxmced as falsehood. Thus we have 
been deceived, and betrayed into an act of extreme in- 
justice. We have listened to secret and £alse allega- 
tions against those oi our Senators, who have served us 
with fitthfulness and ability; and we have dismissed 
tfaem from our employment^ without letting them know 
what was nlUgid against them ; and without giving 
them opportunity: to maketfadr defence. 'We ought 
to have heardthem^ before we dismissed them ; but this 
we cannot fimi^ do. Let us then have the justice to ex- 
amine candidly* *^1his Book of Hints." For tho' it is 
made by our enemies, against our friends f yet if we find 
it true we will believe it ; ]f false we will hold up its au- 
thors to scomf contempt and indignation ; and stand on 
our euard ^g^mst future decep^ns. 

Mr. Sitter and liis men begin their ^' Hmts" by say- 
ing : . ^^ Rhode-Island was once prosperous aaad happy ;'' 
**her Legislators were wise and prudent; andner** 
^^ financiss tvere administeKd with economy. But that" 
** day has passed' away. Poverty, distress land rmn," 
<< with a steady race aremardangBpon us; Foridie ksit" 
^^ six^^earsour State Council faa^ scattered:aAd w^st-'' 
« ed <»ir resources ia delirious eodravag'anoe/^ 
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liiese we serious saad-weightif chai^eii; hatbawhftf 
it happened, that we have never been toH of them un- 
til stnce General Jackson was eled;ed President 
of the United States ? Until this spring ? Mr. Potter 
has been a member of this ^' State Council,? this Gen- 
eral Assembly, during the whole " six years of their 
.delirium." Mr. Wilkms Updike has been Potter's next 
door neighbour, all this time ; Mr. Waterman hasi been 
in and out of the House ; and Mr. Danforth has all the 
time been Editor of a Newspaper in Providence ; the 
veiy printing types of which were purchased and own- 
ed by Mr/Potter. — ^Did not he know what &jsy wjere 
doing ? Yes, truly, and he took a part in all their meas- 
ures ; and voted for all their ^^ delirious extravagance.'^ 
Why was he silent to the people 1 Why not im them 
that he and that Assembly had been wasting their re- 
sources ? If he was too diffident to do it, why not put 
wind into his whistle ? Wilkins was not diffident^ He 
would have bUmm the stoij out in every grog shop, and 
bar-room in the County of Washii^ton. Why not tell 
Waterman and let him tell it to Walter ; so that he 
naght print this *^ delirious extravagance" in his ^^ Mi- 
crocosm" or "Herald?" Tell me Mr. Potter, tell the 
farmers of Rhode-Island why you have been silent so 
long, an^d concealed from them, what you, either moved, 
or seconded, or voted for in tiiie General Assenibly ? 
If it were so " wasteful" why did you vote for it ? If you 
did not vote for it why have you secreted tt ? 1 1 have of- 
ten heard you say the " receiver is as bad as the thief" 
Ifou have become accessary after the fact ; and by ev- 
ery priiiciple of law or rule of justice, are equally culpa- 
ble, and equally entitled to punishment with the princi- 
pal delinquents. 

I will not press you oh this point ; for notwithstand- 
ing the terms of reproach in wnich you have spoken of 
you own doings, they are, and will always be conskles- 
ed, the most meritorious beeds of your whole life. 

What have this assembly, this '^Senate" and House 
of Representatives done, during the last six years? 
Now Farmers of Rhode-Island, attend, and call to mind 
what we know ourselves; and for. a moment forget 
the calumny of those who scattei^ ^^ bints" among us. 

Firsts Ihey have reformed the judiciary, and placed 
a Supreme Court on the beach, equal in respectabili^ 
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tn with those of our iiiter StatdJ. By tlfiii, tind>til[ 
hfe, and Kberty, are toore securef. Bve*y fkttoi^r, as 
he Steps on hw soil, feels a firmer jfoundattoh iindei^ hib 
foot, and a higher assurance, that he shaft lire, he free, 
and transmit to his chfldren the fee simj^Ie derivfed tb 
him from his father. 

Second, they hare paid the grand jutiti for tbkit^ 
care of the public peace j and thejiflry of triabfo^ at- 
tending and patiently investigating coMrovel^'sies be- 
tween different peopfe in the State. • ' •' 

Thirds they have established Free Schools^rilthe sev- 
eral tbwns, and for t4iat purpose they hiave distributed 
ten thousand dollars among thoise toWns, aif<^thus 
laid a foundation for diffusing knowledge aAd perpetu- 
ating'Repiiblican equality among the people. "^ ^ ^ 

Four thy they have paid the public officiers a I'^aisotm- 
ble compensation ; and (hereby placed the State in a 
condition of independence on their own servarits. - ' 

Fifihi they have effected all these thiiigrf, withbbt 
calling, by a State tax, on the landed interest fora sm- 
flfle cent. 

i»tett,* finally, this State Council, «tWs Senate** hav^ 
surrendered . their power into your hands, delivered 
over to you the aciministration of y otir financesi • iijid 
according to the Treasurer's yearly account, with more 
£han ten thousand dollars in your Treasury. AH thesj? 
things are within your own knowfedgte ; hor can the 
truth of them be blotted out by the types of WaJtc*, or 
overthrown by the wind of Wilkins, or denied bv tli<fe 
diffidence of Mr. Potter. Where then is th6 "delirious^ 
extravagance** of this **^Sehate ?" Which way shaH we 
look for the poverty, distress and ruin, which, accord^ 
ing to the "Hints,** are in brigades now marching updtf 
us? 

The authors of the "hints,** to iDustrate present pro- 
fusion by fonner economy, tell us that, "the annuiaS 
expenses of thie State were not over seven thousand d^^ 
lars; but that bow they have swelled to the starfling^ 
amount of eighieen thousand dollars per annxun. Dto' 
they intend we shall by thii believe that tiie "S^fe? 
Council,** the Senate,annually wasted or embezzled tpi' 
sum of nine thousand dollars, the difference betvreen 
these two afflOuntis ? No, not quite so bad as fhat. TheV" 
deduct from the nine thousand dollars the sum, whidi 
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y$iimi^fi»e ^tmdned an4 thirty J^p$ dollars^ leaving eigil 
4hfntm^ fmrhtm4r^d tmirnvfy-five dollars^ and vaiy 
j^y^ a9]c« if it will lake t]iis whole balance tp pay the 
(flt^es tiitfir legal cgmpensaticrn. These fnen know 
that the whole expenses of the State,. are oQmprehend'- 
€»4 4q di^i^t ftrlasses af expenditurey such as 
. ),:\. Th(5 9aJ«ry of the Governor. 
. 2* " .of the Weutenant Governor. 

3. " of the Secretary of State. 
. 4. f^ ofthe! General Treasurer. 
P.^^ ", ^.t^fij Judges of the Supoi?eiQe Judicial. Court. 
,. ,Cf. The ^allcwfuice to the Attorney Q^neral. » 
, J , * 7. .The!4aily Cfl^wjpensatiQU of th^ Sen^e, 

8. The daily pay .of the members /)f the Hpuse of 
.|^pires^ntati>^^&. 

^ . p. . The compensation of the Clerks of the Houi^. 
10. The pay of Grand Juries. . 

J 11. The pay of the Juries of Trials. 
. 12. .The amount paid to the Free School Fund. 

13. The compensation of Justices of the Peace for 
jc^ltstin services in the. administration of justice in crimi- 
iwlpi^es, . . ; 

; . 14. The compensation to Ministerial Officers^ sudh as 
ISheriJSs, Jailors, Constables, Sergeants and Waiters. 

1&. Accounts for services rendered, and materials 
burnished to the State. 

16. The amount paid Jailors for the support of State 
Pi'isoners. 

, All these salaries, compensations and fees, are regu- 
laj^d and established by a law passed, not by the Senate 
ajbiie; but by both Houses, with the Governor presiding 
Ip.the upper House. The sum allowed to the free 
school mnd, is allowed by law. All accounts for ser- 
vices by any Sheriff, Clerk, Jailor, Constable, Ser- 
geant or Waiter, or by any person for services rendered, 
or for materials furnished" to the State, are examined by 
the General Assembly, feither with or without a com- 
mittee^ and accordingly allowed and passed. Not a 
cent can be drawn from the Treasury, out by virtue of 
a law, enacted by the whole General Assembly. In 
wl^ch of all these have your **State Council" exhausted 
and scattered your resources with delirious extrava- 
gancy ?" ij. 
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It ts Mfierted k tbese ^^Hints'' that the Clovteinitafr 
used t<) dost formerly, that is six yeiirs ' ago^* $7000 ;Bik' 
Aually ; but for the last six years it has eost< $ ia,4M0, 'sn^; 
nua}]y. Exatnine the 'foUowing statement &otn tbe^Re*'' 
cords of the Treasury Office. The 'cost W thft^GoT€im«r 
ment was in the year 1818 $1 l;S34'.6l4 ' " *• ^ » • 

1819 • 12,^64'0&. ' i:' 

1*820 ' 14,882 1'4. . .; ' 

1881 11,682 04. 1 .; : 

1822 11,077 65. u: ; 

The average is #12/410 fc^ear;* 0?ake frota ^s 

$7000,^^ amount which Mn Potter and Ihiid men sajr 

it used to cost; and $6410 rankin* This is eOTract Didi 

not tho3e men know that by iherffcdrds} theywotddbdi 

confvicteti of telling-— not the triAh?. '. 

What has the Government cost a year for Ae last fee* 

years? In 1823 $17,697 35 y ' •• 

*1824 19,499 95 C*The State. Can Y^ticmr 

1825 15,360 69jrSlS.;efrr'"'' 

1826 13,908 61 . 

18^7 15,426 53 , ' 

1828 15,300 45 

Average $16,198 a year V 

Mr. Potter and his men say $18,000 a year. 

Difference - / - . - 1,802 

Add as above - - - 5,410 ^lifference from 
the truth, per record, $7,912 against Hn Pptter . a»(i| 
his men. ' . - [/ I 

You see therefore that the average expenses for the 
last six years, are $l€f,198, not $18,000 as the " Hints'! 
have it. The yqany expenses before that time wera 
$12,410, not $7,000 as these "Hints" tell us: Mr. 
Potter and his men had falsified the record only $7,212 
a year. The differeiice between expenses no>v and six 
years ago is $3,788. I have not b^en able to look at 
all the records in the Clerks offices in ea9h Cqunty to^ 
see what we pay the juries !a year ; but I' find in South- 
Kingstown it is $586 73 cents. I think in Kent it mui^t 
be $450; in Providence $1160; in Bristol $220, arid 
in Newport $837. All these amount to. $3,052. This 
leaves a balance of $736, being alittle more than is paid 
to the Supreme Court for their additional salaries.— 
Where then have our Senators for the last six yeari 
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ikatted |»;4(J6 a yeirln ^delirious eWfraragance I**— 
The wholtb amount that has been wisely and faithfully* 
paid to otxt Juries and our Supreme Court is IS^T^S ; aU 
W a few.doUars, of which, it all the accounts were crit> 
icailjr, examined, would be found to have gone to repair 
some jail or £/Oui*t HbUse. ' 

Mr. Potter ahd hi^ men havhag appointed themselves 
" our guardiaiiS", go on in their " ELmts" to tell us what 
has been done; The following things are set down by 
them. ■ 

i Fimti ** At the June Session, J825, the General As- 
scmhly voted to pay Charles Giles ^200 in full for copy- 
^g .twx) Books of ancient records.'' This service he 
had' {Performed by order of the General Assembly at the 
June Session, 1824. The second charge isin tlmform: 
*5Atth(e Jantiary Session, 1828, voted and resolved, 
that the sum of jSOO be paid out of the General Treas- 
ury to jffiitry Botoen^ for his services, in full, for collect- 
ing anrf copying the ancient records of tliis State, from 
the yeat IdSiJtd 17I5and comparinfif the same." We 
are told by these men of ** Hints,'' tnat these services 
were " equally extravagant and useless ; and calculated 
only to gratify the literary curiosity of antiquarians." It 
is agreed that these ancient records were in a condition 
of rapid dfecay^ and xmless cdpied, would in a few years 
utterly jpensh and be forever lost. These ancient rec- 
ords contdned tne various transactions of our fore/hth- 
ers; the founders Bhd first settlers of this State. — In these 
were contained the early laws, the wise provisions for 
avil.and religious freedom devised by those venerable 
men. titeretoo were to be found tne /rsf appropria- 
tions of landi the divisidris of Counties and Towns : and 
the liinitis and boundaries of lots in the Towns, and 
farms in the Country. What Landholder, what Farmer 
has no interest in the preservation of these ** ancient 
Records ?*• These monuments of original decision, and 
this fir$t aissurance of land title in Rhode-Island ? Who 
can be f6nnd utterly regardless of the doings of those 
men, who first of all, since the creation of the world, 
established a community endowed with perfect liberty 
of 6onsdence, and held forth to the world the earliest y 
and then the only " experiment that a civil State could 
best flburish with the utmost freedom in religious con- 
Aemments.** It was for the preservation of (he •* ancient 
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rectaxfe?^ of mdk a State, thufe tl^e ^* State Council," the 
General Assembly, paid $400. These men of ^^ Hints'^ 
would hare left those " ancient records'* to perish ; but 
jio farmer J no genuine descendant of those champions 
of freedom, would sell these securities to the lands 
of his fethers, and this heritage of their glpry, for that 
mess, of politiGal|70/to£«iwhich t^po of those men have 
i^rendy received, ana which another of them is now 
reaehmg out his hcyadto obtain^ I once knew a mis- 
creant who pawned the clothes of his father and mother 
to a Jew. broker for five dollars ; but he had too much 
grace to sell them until he hsAliquidaied and swallowed 
the last acre, left him by his parents. What do these 
me0say ? Why they abuse us for paying a few dollars 
for preserving memorials of our fathers ; and redeem* 
ing from, obliteration, dust and destruction, what any 
ower people would regard as a sacred deposit, never to 
be lost, or suffered to decay. 

The third accusation made by Mr. Potter and his 
men, is, that '*th© General Assembly atthe^ June Ses- 
sion, 1827, voted to the Rhode-Island Historical i§ocie- 
ty the sum- of |500, to enable them to collect and pre- 
serve whatever relates to the topography, antiquities, 
and natural, ci'dl, and ecclesiastical history of die State." 
Is tMs " delirious extravagance ?'* This appropriation 
was moved' by Henry Bull ; was seconded by E. R. 
Potter ; and voted unanimously in both Houses. Gov- 
ernor Fenner is the President of this Historical Society. 
Does he not know the importance, as well as the ex- 
lernse of collecting materials, for a faithful history of the 
itate? Did these men mean to say to the Farmers 
that the Governor would waste this donation ; or that 
the State of Rli^de-Island had done nothing to be re- 
corded in history ? They do indeed seem to regard us, 
who follow the plough in Rhode-Island, as men too nig- 
gardly to be at any expense in giving to the world any 
kistorical account of our own State, or of those men who 
while alive not only honored that State by their dis- 
tinguished actions, but also illustrated the glory of our 
countftjy and were truly ornaments to human nature. * 
Notning in the most debased condition of human na- 
ture is so utterly mean, and heartless, as that spirit of 
envy which abuses the living to defraud thedead ; and 
plunders a bereaved people of the consolations of grat- 
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kilde/itmder, the paltry pretimc9 af sayiBg to the State 
tbc^ ]$;q>ei)6ea o£ a monumestt It is under the influence 
of such a spirit that Mr. Potter and his rneSa have made 
a fourth charge against your former Senate. I will not 
dishonor any other form of words than those which 
they have chosen to use for this purpose. Take it in 
their own terms. "Within the last year, the Senate 
^^ haye been strangely inert and nerveless in holding the 
^.^ purse-striogs of tne State, — ^their laxity in moral cour* 
" age threatens approaching beggary. The doors of 

V the Treasury: are thrown open to projectors and fayor- 
5*ites, and they have felt no diffidence in profiting by 
*> the indulgence^ For example, at Octobex Session 
^'last, the Gseneral Assembly passed the foUo wine vote*" 
In thi^ style they introduce a resolution of the House of 
Representatives authorising Messrs. Hazard, Bull and 
J. tu. TilUngha^tjto draw on the Treasury for so much 
of $200 as will pay for a marble slab to be placed over 
the grave of Oliver Hazard Perry. This was a 

V throwing open the doors of the Treasury to projectors 
and Jaeorites! This is to beggar the State !", A mar- 
ble slab over the grave, on the green hill of JBrinton's 
Point, just to tell the traveller where his body reposes! 
Who can read this accusation without a thrill of hor- 
ror ? ^^The Scinate,'' they aver, " should have called 
the Upited States to pay for a grave stone to Commo- 
dore Perry.'' What Rhode-Island man does not feel his 
face burn at this suggestion? Oliver H. Perrv of 
Rhode-Island ; the hero of Lake Erie ; the Nelson of 
his country. His achievements are talked over by mar- 
iners of every tongue on every sea ; his fame iiS spread 
to all regions washed by a wave of the ocean. J[)oes 
Mr. Potter believe the people of Rhode-Island woidd, 
for this, er any other amount in dollars and cents, gi^e 
up their claim to the glory of Perry ? Should every 
man in the State be requested to bring a stone, on sonie 
Fourth of July morning, to build a monument to Perry, 
each LANDHOLDER of Rhodc-Islaud would before sun- 
rise stand on the " hill-top" where he Ues, with a block 
of granite, shaped, and hewn, ready to fill its place in a 
pyramid, higher than those of Egypt, and not to be 
overthrown, until the wash of the waves at its foot, had 
worn- out the last rock in Brinton's reef. 

Those who would defraud the dead, are never rery 
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iCFUjfmlous concerning the rights of the living; ^We «i* 
told in the " Hints to Farmers'* as a ^f A accusation,' 
that the whole " State Debt** is a cheat; a trick of spec- 
ulators to draw money from our pockets without any 
just consideration. These men know, and none 
better than they, how much more readily people be- 
lieve a pleasant falsehood, than a disao;reeable truth. — ^ 
After being in debt forty years, it would indeed be very 
delightful to find, that we do not, and never did, owe a 
cent. 

At the close of the Revolutionar}" war, the United 
States owed about fifty-four millions of dollars ; and 
the several States owed about twenty-five millions. — 
The United States have been paying their <!nbts ; the 
other States have been paying ; and Rhode-Island has 
been from time to time, paying off her. State debt. — ^ 
How is all this ? Wilkins l4)dike, Walter R. Danfortb, 
John R. Waterman and Elisha R. Potter, did, this 
spring, just before " proxing*' for General Officers, dis- 
cover that all our creditors are rogues and we are 
ALL*FOOLS. You, farmers of Rhode-Island, will easily 
determine in which of these characters, these gentle- 
men do most of their business, I once heard of a far- 
mer who called on a jockey for payment for a horse, 
sold by him to this man some years before. I paid you 
at the time said the gentleman horse trader. You 
paid me, said the farmer, in surprise ! I never received 
a cent f6r the beast. Not paid you, again exclaims the 

other ; why d mn it, did'nt I give you my note for 

the horse ? Eyen the joidkey was not quite graceless 
enough to deny that he ever recefv^ed the farmer's 
horse ; and therein discovered that he had in him, per- 
haps, more of the fool and less of the other character 
than that man, or his men seem justly to claim for them- 
selves in their account of the State debt. 

I would not say another word concerning this debt, 
were it not for the infamous slander on the State of 
Rhode-Island, which these men have propagated. If 
you have read their '* Hints," you must recollect the 
following statement. It is quoted from the 9th page : 

" Fellow Citizens : — Let us inquire into the history of the pre- 
tended STATE D£BT, as few of you are apt to recollect the time 
and circumstances out of which it grew. In the Revolutionary war 
tho confederated Congress passed an act^ that for all the expensea 
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FABlf BBS OF BQOPS-ISLAKD, 

Last April a fittle book was circulated ainong us. ' 
This book is called ** Hints to the Farmers of ^hod^ 
IsIaQd.'* It was £tbricated»printedaiid sent abroad 16- 
deceive ; and to induce us to set aside our ified and 
faithful Senators ; to displace our Representatives; and' 
elec( such a General Assembly as would abolish Fre0 
Schools ; overthrow the Supreme Court ; destroy every 
improvement in the State ; and take the money appro* 
pnated to those useful purposes, which* when once in 
their hands we should never again get intd ours. 

We were, in some degree, deceived fey this book j 
for we voted fpr the Jackson Pro:;:, and have depifved 
ourselves of the services of our former faithfui Meptd^ 
lican Senators. But though wanting to ourselves, odr 
good fortune did not desert us; for our Representa^ 
tives being a]so Kepublicans, have stood firm to our' 
interest, and by their firmness, saved the State. 

Although the dangers are how past, vet may It not be 
useful to give this book some examination ? Sailors, m 
we are torn, when they have escaped pentirom stmkei^ 
rocks or under water currents, mark the pkee on their 
charts, that all future navigators may shun ilte like 
jeopardy. It is customary m some countries, % set tip 
a large wooden cross at the place where arbbberyhas 
beten committed, thereby to warn travellers, that febns 
may be lurking near their path. CTfiminals too are 
sometimes hung in gibbets near where they did theilp 
last exploit of villany. It will, therefore, be useful tot 
us, as well as somewhat amusing, to inquire wh]o madti 
this bopk ; that we may see if wey are persods Kkely 
to do any thing for the benefit of theFarmei^of Rliode-> 



island ; to look into the manner in which it was joatter- 
ed over the State, and see, if a thing done so slyly, and 
so much in the dark, could "be intended for any good 
purpose ; and finally to examine the book itself, thereby 
to demonstrate how truth and falsehood have been so 
mixed and kneaded together in the work that the whole 
compo^onsltoi^dlbefMlai^d pqisDitfiui sard ^trac- 
tive to all who might receive it. 

Notwithstanding the authors ofthis mischievous work 
took unwearied pains to hide their trail; yet since the 
effects of it are seen, they have been traced, pursued, 
discovered^ and are now as well known, as ever a party 
of savages were, after they had broken into a house in 
thf^ i)igAttime, and carrieu ofT the scalps of all the wo* 
m^n and children found init. 

Wljoa^e thev? Messrs, ELisHARi Potter, Wil- 
Kprs JJvmKMf JOHN R* Waterman, and the Editor of 
a ^Qwspaper in Providence, called 'the "Hkrald.** 
WhiE^t have these men, or either of them, done for " the 
Farmers of Rhode-Island?" 

,Mr.. Potter, I agree, is a great landholder. He 
owns many farms. He is exorbitantly rich in lands, in 
money, in banks ; and is now piddng wo some of his 
ifio^e carnSf and buildiug a Cotton Factory. He is 
pi^W^^ul. Who that has dared to cross his path, with- 
in jeach of his arm, has not felt his ir(m hand? He leas* 
es :many £urm$. Did he ever lease one without an 
agreement, made by the tenant^ not only to pay the rent, 
but dso. to vote for his landlord on all occasions? He 
Ie4se3 comers of land for life, to poor men, to build lit- 
tle houses upon, and thereby become freemen. This is 
wells hntihi^j are his i?}^, bound by the most solemn 
promises, to t!^/^ for him. He loans money in small 
WUQS^ 09^ perfect security; gets the highest rate of in- 
terest, which can be squeezed out of his debtor ; and 
ih&k wer axid ^ave my ex^cts la promise t# vote for 
}dm. He. never, b^ped a man to a loan from one of 
his banks, withqit an express, or implied promise, to be 
a Pottefs mofu Indeed all these unfortunate men, 
whether debtors, lessees, or those aided by him at his 
b&nks, are his vassals, and slaves, as really as the peas- 
ants of a Russian lord arei his slaves, although not ex- 
actly in. the sameii^ay. He, sometimes, gives his men 
a kmd of play day. it is when he promises a friend, po^ 



UtkaUyt that he wfii support him. He then rotei finr 
that . firi^nd, himself, and every Potter's man votes 
against him. These are some of the qualifications of 
Mr. Etisha R. Potter J one of the authors of the little 
book, called " Hints to the Farmers of Rhode-Island * 

The next is Wilkins Updike, Esq. Wiikins is a 
Pottefs man. You have seen boys, when they were 
topping corn stalks, stop and make a whistle out of the 
hollow stem ofa leaf,' cut from a pumpkin vine. Just 
suqh a play thing is Mr Wilkins Updike, in the hand 
of Mr. Elisha R. Potter. If Mr. Potter wishes to make 
a noise with him, he makes a noise. If tu-ed of him he 
throws him down in the dirt, as the boyis do their 
pumpkin vine whistle — ^there he lies, till Master Potter 
pleases to pick him up again. At the last General As- 
sembly Mr. . Potter set him up for Speaker ; but he 
would not^a. He then screwed him up and put him to 
play 2l speech against the Supreme Court. Mr. Potter 
nimself made one speech to the House on the other side ; 
but went into the lobby, and made another, in praise of 
Updike. ** He had never heard,'* as he protested, " such 
another speech as Squire Updike had made, though he 
had beard ^reat speaking in Congress, and other 
places." This, Farmers of Rtode-Island, is the second 
of the authors of " Hints'' to you. 

John R. Waterman, Esq. is a third man in working 
up this book of *' Hints." It is difficult to describe Mr* 
Waterman, otherwise than as men, who are sometimes 
missing are described, by height, features B.nd complex- 
ion. He is iadeed quite ^. various man; and it may be 
said of him as it was of that Counsellor of Absalom who, 
one day, set his house in order, and hanged himself. 
He was 

" Ev^ry thing by fits, and nothing long.^l 

He was high for Adams one year ago. The free- 
men of Warwick then dropt him for cause as a Repre- 
sentative. He had no sooner touched the ground, than 
he whipt over on his other side; and sj^an^ upon his 
feet "A Jackson man." If he is any thmff, it is one of 
Mr. Potter's conveniences. The " Hints" have been a 
useful book to Mr. Watenrian ; for Mr. Danforth, the 
Collector, finding him pretty ready in jfi^riwg, has ap- 
pointed him Weigher in the Custom House, with a sal- 
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ary of «iiout ihirtew hmdref^u^d mtv A^ doUa^jik a 
yew. 

. The/QuriJb and ks^t is, the Editor, or ope of tlie Edir 
tors of the^ "Herald.'' T|^is p9^per is believed to have had 
several persons occupied in tha^t business, a^d of thesQ 
one WQ8 Walter R. Danfo^lth Esq. Mr. Danfprth 
was handy. viiih. his pen ; and undertook to smootke and 
pQUsh1ih^To\x^fahricatt<m produced by Mr. Updike 
from the rayo materials furnisned by Mr. Potter and Mr. 
Wateprman. He was (hen very anxious for the success 
G^the Jackson Prox.; and, therefore, was willing to lakor 
at the Jpb$ furnished him by his three copartners in the 
authorship of the " JHints." But,, if the truth could be 
known, ijt would now undoubtedly be found, that Mr. 
Dmforth cares as little at this time for the " Hints," as 
he did at /Aa/, for the concerns of those to whom they 
were made. The President of the United States has, 
since the " Hints'* were published by him, appointed 
Mr. Danforth Collector of the port of Providence, with 
an income of three thousand dollars a year. 

Now, my brothers of the Plough, what think you? 
Do these men know niuch about our concerns? Do. 
they care much for our interests? Mr. Elisha R. Pot- 
ter is rich enough to buy one hundred of us, if we be 
poor enough to make sale of ourselves to him. Mr. 
JFilkins Updike is Mr. JS. JR. Potter^s — any thing ! his 
whistle ; and plays for none but Potter^s men. Mr* 
Waterman is snug in his office, at Providence, for the 
next third of a dozen years ; and whether farmers raise 
little or great crops, will trouble him but little, if he can 
work it so as to get things of us cheap. W. R. Dan- 
forthy Esq. is Collector of Providence, certain of his 
^jf3000 a year ; and will trouble none of us again with 
" Hints," till four years from last November ; when he 
will "hint" to us that we ought to vote for Andrew Jack- 
son, or whomsoever else will be most likely to keep 
Aim, in his office of Collector. 

If we require more to convince us, that these gentle- 
men intended no good for us, by writing their book of 
" Hints to the Farmers of Rhode-Island," we may find 
it in the manner in which, it was scattered about the 
State. It was secretly printed in Providence, at the 
office of the " Herald." To this place no one goes, un- 
less he be a Jackson man of the newest fashion. This 



paper Hm but few subi^cribers; and wasgotitpby a'eon- 
tract ambiag' a small dumber of partizaiQs, Who subsektb^* 
ed one huikdi^ dollars each to sfet % in motion. Hibre 
thisse ** Hints'* irere printed; and from this ^plabe com- 
mitted to those i^artizans, sworn to seeresy ; arid by 
them they were delivered to messengers jmro/efy to be 
carried to the new /Senators^ and their immddiajbe friasMls, 
who were engaged to hand them about in every nei^h- 
boiiipood; but to keep them from the eyes of 'all who 
would be likely to detect their fsdsehoods, tor explain 
thdo^ misrepresentations. In tMsimanner, tiiis ]3ook 
wa» Bc^tt^rdd'abroadlike a contagious distemper; nor 
was it until too Istte, known to any one, who cotild have 
4rtopped the pestilence ; or furmshed a remedy for lixe 
disease. A few days oiily before d^he election, the Book 
ipras dbcovered, nor could it then be credited by those 
who knew it^ mikrepresentations, that a thing so gross- 
lyfabe^ could be received as truth. They were mis- 
taken. It had passed dn, in darkness, and; silence ; be- 
ing unknown, it went to the hands of Aoi}6^# men, unsus- 
pected and uncontradicted ; and they received as truths 
what no one denounced as falsehood. Thus we have 
been deceived, and betrayed into an act of extreme in- 
justice. We have listened to secret and Mse allega- 
tions against those of our Senators, who have served us 
with fathfulness and ability; and we have dismissed 
them from our employ^enU without letting them know 
what was ntteg^ against them ; and without giving 
them opportumty: to make tfadr defence. We ought 
to have Aeard them, before we dismissed them ; but uds 
we cannot neni? do. Let us then have the justice to ex- 
amine candidly • ** this Book of Hints.** For tho* it is 
made by our enemies, against our friends ; yet if we find 
it true we will believe it ; If false we will hold up its au- 
thors to scom^ contempt and indication ; and stand on 
our guard Bgaixist future decej^tions. 

Mr. Pdtter and nis men begin their " Hints** by say- 
ing: . '^Rhode-Island was once prosperous aaad happy ;** 
"her Legislators were wise and prudent ; and ner** 
<^ finances were administeKd with economy. But that** 
♦* day has passed' away. Poverty, distress and ndn," 
" with a steady race aremardimgHponnsv Eoril^ la^t** 
^^ six years our State Council fafeure scattered:aAd Wast-** 
«( ed <Hir lesourcea iu delirious eadravag'aiioe;** 



iHeii<)lBi i^duld tett him all such old notes are a frauds 
and without any Aon^^i consideration ? 

The truth is, Fanners of Rhode-^Island, that the Uni- 
ted States, and each' of the several States (Ud, at the 
close of the Revolutionary War owe heavy debts ; that 
the most of these hare been paid-; that die United 
States redeemed their notes, at about 78 cents on a dol- 
lar ; that this State has redeemed a part of her notes at 
^ cents on a dollar ; and that, if the State prosper as it 
did during the last administration of the Government, 
fifteen years to come, Rhode-Island will, without one 
cent of tax on landed interest, redeem, on terms equal- 
ly honourable, every note now out standing against the 
State. 

In the Sixih place Mr. Potter and bis men in their 
^< Hints,'' accuse the Senate of paying to Mr. Hazard, 
and Mr. A. G. Greene, the Attorney-<>eneral, $200 for 
attending the case of the State with the Banks,concem- 
ing the Bank; tax, at the Circuit Court at Providence, 
last November. In order to understand this, it is nec- 
essary to looka litde into this Bank tax, aqd consider its 
importance to the State. 

Some years after the last War, when business began 
t(^ thrive and prosper in the State, manufacturing, and 
commerce, between the various parts of the State, and 
of the United States, flourished. In consequence of 
this, large capitals were accumulated by the business of 
auctioneering, money exchange, sales in lotteries/ and 
banking. It was found that aU these several trades had 
grown up and were flourishing from the labours and 
fruits of agriculture, manufactures and commerce. Es- 
pecially it appeared, that the labour and capital, 
which the farmers and merchants of the State,had turn- 
ed, from their former employments, to the business of 
manufacturing, had mightily multiplied all these trades; 
and in a peculiar manner, had these Manufactures ex- 
tended the business of Banking. Men could remem- 
ber when aU the business of the State was merely farm- 
ing, trading at sea, and store-keeping, in both town and 
country. The old Providence !3ank, and the Rhode-Isl- 
and fiank, at Newport, were then the o|ily Banks; 
and about $600,000 was the whole Banking capital in 
the State. At the present time Banks are established 
all over the State, and capital is employed, in this busi- 
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deed tfaiis, andlhe other trades. above*>meutioQed> seem 
to dnw tlieir nmmahmest from the home tri^e, man- 
i^cti£riiig, and fimmag of the State; very much ai you 
have aeen grape-vines in the woods grow up £rom the 
roots^ and slqpport themselves on the branch$$ of the 
flourishiji!^ trees about them. In &Lct these were^ tibe 
most safe and easy» as well as the most profitable trades 
in the State. 

in consideration of thc^e things the General Assem* 
bhr llioudbt it but just to put a tax on Sales at Auctiim, 
Moiiey JSxchange Offices, sales <tf Lottery Tiokets^ 
and !BanMng. The proceeds of these taxes have for 
six years supported the government ; paid all g^ieivl 
i^cers; paid tike Ju^es of the Supreme Coiirt-the Rep- 
resentaaUves to the General Assembly — ^the Jurors m 
the several Counties ; distributed to the different towns 
for Free Sd^ools the sum of $10,000,and finally laid up 
in the Treasury of the State a balance of more than 
$10,000, to be disposed of as we may choose to direct. 

The last ^year some of the Banks objected to the pay- 
ment of this tax; and a suit at law was commenced in the 
Circuit Court to try the question. It is an important 
case, and of vital iaterest to the State. The General 
Assembly employed as Counsel for the State in this case 
Mr. Hazard and Mr. Greene the Attorney General, — 
On the part of the Baiiks> were aagaged Mr. Hunter, 
Mr* Searle, S&t Whipide and Mr. Thomas Buigess,**-- 
The case was carried mrougbthe Circuit Court and ap« 

fealed up to the Supreme Court at Washington- Now 
'armers of Rhode-Island what lawyer of talents, fit 
to be entrusted with such a case, would have attended 
to it for less than $ 100 ? Mr. Updike says in the ^' Hints" 

. a lawyer might have been had for $10. Mr. |Jpdike 
would doubtless have been engaged for less than that 
amount. I ha^e before now, given a dollar for a good 

. substantial pocket-knife, with a pair of keen bMes to it^ 
one that would prune a small tree, and one that would 
mend a pen ; when, at the same time»I was offered^ for 
nine^pence^ a grea^^ clumsy, kalf finished jack-kmfef that 
would turn if you attempted to cirt a green birch how pin 
with it. I think, my brothers ctf the plough, you would 
have done as I did ; and I knowyou would have done as 
the General Assenbly did. For it is but four yean 
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tora^y, tho' h^ : offered h& services 4o l yem bUt; 4iiii 
choiQse Mr^ Greene who lUddei no $HQh offer*. . . 

Mr* Patter and ^s men make v^.Si^mih womisAvm 
in their *^Hiats" aj^ain9t your Senate. They wy that 
at laist January. se$8ion» the G^ieral. Assembly yojbed U> 
gjye Mr* Hazard $50Q to go to Washington wsl; to;get 
QieBank case continued ; for a;ip <A^ say,, ** every body 
knew it could not be tried.^ Now I pray of .ynu in- 
quire i^nd ^^ ponder^ upon this accusation ? Who mlade 
we. motion m theGeneral Assembly to give tbeldOO? 
It was Judge BickneU ofBarrington ; Urn fast iA&^ of 
Mr, Potter* , The yery glove Xo his. hand. Mr* Potfcer 
himself voted for it, The same sum had beeav^ted, 
Jast October session, to Mr* Searle, for the i»ame pur- 
pose ; but Mr.Searle would not go to . WashingtoHy for 
ihai sumt on that business ; and the Genei^al Assembly 
were obliged to engage another gentleman. . In truth. 
. iui^uire of every lawyer, m or out of the State, and fit 
for such a business ; and it will be found you could not 
obtain a man of the talents of Mr. Hazard, and of his 
known fidelity to Ms cUents^ for a le^s sum thw $500. 
What did Mr. Potter give, in his EzeUel Gardiner ease? 
, He kn^w the price oflaw services j and voted tjkiat ^um 
j» Mr. Ha:?ard. 

They say /* the c^se could not be tried^and thetewas 
no need of any kwyear to go last wmtcr.*' . JNow liiis is 
Sigross misrepresentation.^ ; The case .would have been 
tried, but for one very singular act, in tibe administra- 
tion of the General Government. There was, at the 
beginning of the last session of Congress, a vacancy in 
the Supreme Court, occasioned by the death of Judge 
Trimble of Kentucky. Early in December^ Mr. Ad- 
ams nominated to the Senate Mr, Crittenden of Ohio, 
as a ^Titdge, to fill that vacancy. It is a rule of the Su- 
preme Court,not to try cases similar to that of this 'State 
with the Banks, unless in a full Court. The Court 
meet the 20th of January ; every body, having business 
in the Court, expected the Senate would confirin the 
nomination of Mr. Crittenden, so that he might be in 
Washington, early in February. It wastfae fact that Mr. 
Crittenden was not a Jackson man ; and the Jackson ma* 
jority of the Senate would not act on this nominatioii, 
either io confirm or to reject iU until Mr* Adams went 



out of office on the 3d of March. Judge McLean Wa4 
not iappoirited <illthe 7th of March J ana could not^theA 
take his seat at that term. So that thei^e was ; riot ^fuU 
tjowrt; and our Bank case could not be tried. Had it 
not been for the gross negligence or wilful omission of 
the Jackson majority inthe Senate of the United Statesv 
in not appomting a Judge of the Supreme Court, our 
case would have been tried last winter. By this inai^ 
agement we shall have to employ a 'lawyer- to go to 
Washington next winter to try ourcase wit^ithe B^ilks^. 
Was it not prudent to be readi/ with an able lawyfer ?■«— 
The Banks were waiting Vith Mr. Whipple and Mr. 
Webster, attending in Court. Had our case b^en cat- 
led, and no one there to answer for us, it must have been 
decideid against us. ' We should have lost our ^r^bt to 
ihx the Banks ; and the taxes niust have cotn^ baek 
again upon our lands. , • 

*Mie Eighth accusation isj that the Senaite at last Jan^ 
uary session refused to concur with the House of Rep- 
resentatives on a Bin to repeal the 27th section- of the 
tax law. By this section lands, or personal estate, gir^ 
en for the promotion of religious institutions, or for the* 
benefit of Schools,are exempted from taxes. Now ^^inark 
how a plain tale shall put these wranglers down.** This 
Bill had been before the House for several sessions. — 
At the last Jan, session,the House debated it for several 
dayis '; and finally, on the evening of Friday, it was pass* 
ed, by a considerable majority. It went up to the Sen- 
"ate. The Senate wished to consider of it. No new 
•tax would be assessed until after the next June session. 
The law had stood in the law books, for more than a- 
hundred years ; and no injury could come to any party 
if it remained there three or four months longer. No 
body had ever thought this law was unjust, or mexpedi- 
ent, until Deacon Constant Taber died, and by his 
last will, gave to the Church, of which he had long lived 
an exemplary member, a part of his estate. Some of 
those, who expected to have this estate, tried to break 
the will ; and when disappointed,they were very angry, 
and swore . revenge agamst all property, whicn, from 
the days of Roger Williams, had been given for the ben- 
efit of religion or learning. If they themselves could 
not have Deacon Taber's estate, they were determined 
it should never go to pay for preaching, or for teachings 
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El^hf^Vt jSEtyt piaylng.a tax. If thq l^enate had passed the 
.. yfihfiX mnfer,\l^es^ persons oould not hay« had the 
)cjmfpri of ^^eipg the Deacon's estates taxed^ till this 
$ji^fi(i^. , At any rate the Senate thought they oi^ht to 
d^libi^rate more wan one forenoon, before they repealed 
a )a,W5 older than any academy, coUege, or meeting- 
lictus.e in the State* They were therefore obliged to 
let If lie ovqrti^lthe next May session. 
,, At the last i^ay session the new. Jackson Senate took 
tl^e i^^tg of those well, tri^d National Republica;ns. — 
WM .4id they do. ? Why Majpr Bull, the father of the 
jl^ ^ the Hou9je, had by deliberating on the matter, 
J^mtd ijt 7ieede(| iasnendment ; and got it baqk from the 
jS,epa<;e for that aqd other purposes. It passed the 
JJqUs^S went up to the Senate; and they, notbe- 
\pjg quitp satisfied with this piece of r^oriTi, laid the Bill 
over, for consideration, till next June session* Now 
ieU me^ were your old faithful republican Senate right 
^rufropff? 

. ' jVJir. Fotter and his ipen make a JSTlnth accusation 
ilgaipsi yoi^: Senators, concerniug a question between 
Bihode*Jsland and Connecticut,, about the Pawcaiuck 
iiw^rJ^ish Law. Three Commissioners were appointed 
.to ^eet a like number from that State, to settle the 
question. It must be settled, or the River given up to 
Connecticut. At the appointment of these Commis- 
js^ioners, it was made a question, who should pay for 
^h^ir services, the State, or the owners of mill^aams on 
tlhe River. It is said in the " Hints'' that Messrs. l)ix- 
.on, Tillinghast and Allen,thought the State should pay, 
^d so,as the "Hints" say " be saddled with an expense 
of three to five hundred dollars." Now is not this in- 
/f plerable ! Five hundred dollars for this service I Three 
days only were required in the business ; and each Com- 
xpjissioner would not charge over $5 a day ; making in 
the whole j(45. Here your are called on to dismiss your 
repablican Senators for a question about who should 
pay this; sum; and with which they had nothing to do. 
Indeed thp whole charge seems to be brought in, for 
the ss^ke of calling Mr. Dixon, of Westerly a ^^ Fifth 
Representative from Providence. 

KTetiith accusation is made by Mr. !l^otter and his 
men, in ^Hheir Hints," against your Senators; because 
.th$ House of Representatives appointed 9 Committee 
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to inquire into the niimbei- of Dfeaf and ' ])umb m'&« 
ikate ; and the cost of giving lliem some mstindctionL-^ 
It is said tSiisCommittee'reported, thattbe scheme would 
cast the State $20,700 once in four years. No^ how-^ . 
ever delightful it may be to instruct the deaf^. and learn . 
the dumb to communicate their ihbughts by iodrda; yet : 
would it be much more honour able ioviiie State if ioine 
fiind could be raised, to teach those, wh6 can speah^ i6 
^eaki^e truth. The Senate, it is thie;did not'ap*' 
point this Committed ; but every man inthi^ A8sembl3C9,v 
andln.ihe State, is honoured by the facta, pidncipiles^ 
and feelings and the able manner in which they ^e set- 
down and ut£6red in their fiepotl by Mr. Tiliitagh^st; to 
the humane and the wise of our country. I wish I could ' 
find room in this con^munication for tbe whole of it. I 
cannot; but wiD give you an extract just to ptove Atst. 
" the Hints" tefer to this repori for no dther purpose 
but to deeewS us. *^It is believed that the wholenumber 
of Deaf and Dumb persons to be educated by the State, 
will not exceed 12 ; and it is knowii that the annua! 
expense of each wiQ not exceed $1 15. The total yeaiv 
ly cost to the State, will at most amoimt to $1,380.'* 

For tliis we were c^Ued upon to dismiss our flepublv* 
can Senators ; benause Ihey were about to saddle the 
State with a cost of $5, 175 a year. 

The Eleventh ao6uaation is ^^ven in upon ua; by Mf« 
Potter and his men, on broad ritk^d wheeis. These te^Dt 
have had thp ai^iirance to tell us, that ^^ an Act to eotn^ 
pel all farmers to have broad rinmied wheels has acta* 
aUy passed to a second reading in the House, and is 
postponed till ndxt aes^ion. When it will be fbced upon 
tKi." Jm ow what is the fact? Such a law has heenpaseed in 
Massachusetts. A copy of it was obtained, read once, 
send laid on the table in oui* House of Representatives ; 
thai it might be examined, published in the newspkpers^ 
sold discussed by the farmers at large in the State. Do 
f^mers fear such a Bill will be passed, without (heir 
knowledge or xsonsent ? Who are uieir Representatives? 
They tf re farmers. , Who were their Senators 7 Wbr 
farmers. Wodd such a Bill be passed by such men, ub. 
til we their constituents call for it to be done? Whoiidseu 
es carts and waggons in the State ? Do not iarmbrs:? 
Is it likely their neighbours, who buy wood and hay of 
ih&xif'smi kmst oh havitag these artiicles '^au|g/nf to 
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tbcan On' brmd rimriud wheels ? Erery oAe cast judg e 
forhiniiftelf. Does any man in the Sta(te beMere such a 
Idw can be passed tmtU fanners demand it ; and instruct 
their Hepresentatives to pass it "? Whftt had the Saiate 
to dowira this pretended Act? It i^ not so much as in- 
timated that it was bid on their table 1 or that they knew 
asr)r thihg ooncerbmg it« The plain matter of fact, is^ 
tbesiemen wsuited to^i up anotner pagie in th^ir ^^Book 
of HiMs;" and nothey filled it with broad rimmed toheels^ 
z»ithe most likeluy s^ they suj^osed, to give us farmers 
troiible, aadrenaer us dissaitisfied with, our own. public 
servants.' 

« By- the twe^th accusation we are told that our late 
Sdnators have . raised » the salaries of the Secr^ary 
of th^ Sftate and the Supreizi^ C ourt. Now how is tim 
itottet? in 1810 the Secretary had $900 a year for his* 
salary.' The last year he received ji700; per annum. 
Which is the largest i3um? His salary. is lowered » not. 
r^sed. 

j The Supreme Oourt, as it is confessed by all, do the 
business better than it used to be done. Is not their 
work worth more, if it is better performed? They do it 
in less time, so tiiat it costs much less for parties; wit- 
nessei^i ind juries to attend. In yeairs paswd by, in 
the days of the old Court systentj cases were continued 
for. 1200, threey and^^oiTie tknes, /bto* terms; because the 
court worked so slow^ that cases could not be ^fimsh^y 
as they now are, at the first term. The parties hat) 
term fees and their own expenses to pay ; tro witnesses 
tokl to att^id, term after term, for 40 cents a day, and 
pay a dollar a day for their bra.rd, and be absent from 
their business. The juries were obliged to attend, at 
their own or at the expense of the state. Now the 
business is done with so much more expedition, that 
at least SO days in the whole year are saved. What 
is the saving each year to parties? It cimnot be e:tact^ 
ly oafculated; /but not less than $ 10,000. What is saved 
to the 'State, in the attendance«of officers, waiters and 
juries^ Not less t^an$ 1000 a year. The business is bet-i 
ter,and more expeditiouslv done, by a €ourt satisfectory 
to the State, anist/highly honorable-to the charadter of 
Bhode Island in other communitfes. For all this we 
give these men $600 more than; the old Court received. 

Wby^ need I dleiain you on this point ! Mr. Updike . 
moved to abolish this Court at the last session of the 
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GeteMiAsieaiblii. Yoii were Mti^edl inthk^if0ut 
RejireseiiUitireb votejd to ^donfmiier the ikew Stipiieate « 
CbuH; all bttrMrJ UfAike .and Aiu fnead, O^ Potter I' 
and niite otiierSy Yotea aj^ainst his * motioii^ g ; - : < f 

TheiUr^0fi<A adciumtioQ .b mdaed; fof' high Qritae: 
and fnffidemeanare. . They begin bjr sayijog itas thd> 
questidn about/r^e Mffirage;mQji call ;it ithe kd^erkimi 
5^.9/0nt ; and fioEllIy aeisiff e us» that .whalsoeyer. itm^. 
be^: ititir ^^ liie. in^akmed Adder^ vkose tpaison: ia to; foe . 
our dBatb.}' iNdw what ^hav^e those 3mi^x>r8 to do .wi^t 
free sixBrage^ more thu ^ou andli and our Rej^itesen^i 
tativei^ Hare they petitioned £Dr it? Nay, has it come 
to tlns^ that bteause a mamber of respectable. oitiMPS 
and: freemen choose peaceably to petition the G^»imli 
Assenibly for the alteration of a tai^y your Senatorft»i 
who have £adthfully iserved you for years, are to be 
abused^ and tvrmd out of your mnplm/ment and crnifo- 
dence? What cause is there for: abuse? .Will not this pe-*^ 
titionbe tried, hke all others ; and decided by a majon^ 
ty? The'sanie subject WHS brought up, about lA yeara 
ago; Was it then called the Aanerican system?. Tha 
wahned adder tO' sting us to death? Why then this out 
cry by thesieiaen of '* flints?'' The truiUii is^^aiid you, 
offen^d it sov m large tcmns; .pdnsQiis, doilk .bout 
street m thft night i and ; cry .fite ! / when • there* is : iiona« . 
They do this 'juk fbt the sake of nl^iking nbise and con^. 
fusion, and then runniDg off with plunder, gathered from 
the pockets, or houses, of honest people. 

Ilere they shew their true colors^ Tfaey.teU us 
<^ the Ainerican system and protection of domestic 
mianufaetures, is the marmed adder which will sting us 
to death." These are. the sentiments of your real Jack-^ 
son men. They hate Henry Clat ; and to shew« their 
spite against encouragement itf domesHc manttfuctureSf 
cadi it^^ the Olay system.^ It is true Mr. Clay paCron*^ 
ises theses and therefore aU Jackson men hate all man- 
ufacturest because they huie Mr. Clay. 

Wei must judge for ourselres; Would it or would it 
not hove been heti^ for farthera had there never bedn 
^. factory set up * amoi^ us? < We cian remember the 
times wl^n thefre was not a spindle moved .by wator ini 
the state ; and now there . a&e 200,000 : in ocperatioii*! 
Whit could we sell thien ; what can» wje sell now? Be* 
fore; Victories were built, these was. no mariket but at 
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tliail 8ho«1d accrue, a«dibr«iH suppiiet tbat should be IbrmAed, and 
for aU damages siistainedin defei!ice against the coniaioa enemy, the* 
same should be paid. for by the United States, to be liquidated by the 
States. At the close of the Revolutionary war, the General Assem- 
bly, in conformity to the act of the confederated Congress, issued 
notice to all those who had claims against the. United States^ ibr sup- 
plies furnished, services rendered, or had sustained damages in this 
eventful struggle, to bring them in and have them adjusted, that 
they might be presented in a form the most imposing against the 
United States for assumption. And agreeable to this notice their 
claims were presented to the Legislature of this State and were liqui- 
dated accordingly. And as notes were considered the most direct 
and palpable in which the debt due to the people of this State could 
be presented and enforced against the United States, and the best 
evidence of the amount of the debts. State notes were issued to the 
amount of their claims, it being the understanding, tneaning and in- 
tention of all the parties, at the time, that their notes were only evi-^ 
dence of the individual debts agaicist the United States, as ascertain- 
ed by the Legislature. And as many of the. members of the Assem- 
bly, and perh-rips all, and a great majority of the people were credi- 
tors, (Rhode-Island suffering by the war in a far greater proportion 
than any State in the Union,) it wap popular to make liberal allowan- 
ces to the claimants. And there being no adverse party to investi- 
gate into or object to these claims, notes to an immense amount were 
issued as the ascertained amount of these claims, all parties under- 
standing that these notes were only used as the best mode that could 
be devised to shape their demands against the United States." 

Mr. Potter and his men then go on to tell, in the next 
page ; and say " that Congress assumed and paid 
$200,000 of these State notes ; and rejected the re- 
mainder, because upon investigation they found them 
to be unjust and irregular ; and that the State Debt is 
neither more nor less than these nates rejected by Con- 
gress as invalid and tmjtcst. 

Now, Farmers of Rhode-Island, men who tell you 
such a story as this must think J^ou are young indeed. 
It is untrue utterly; and in itself altogether incredible. 
Do you believe the "whole General Assembly" and a 
great majority of the people of Rhode-Island conspired 
together to mdike false notes on feigned ^nd groundless 
considerations against the United States ? It was done, 
says Mr» Potter and his men, to give those claims " a 
form the most imp(>mg' against the United States for 
assumption.'* In plain English it was a base trick con- 
trived to " impose^^ on Congress. If the men who tell 
us this story believe it themselves, it must be on account 
of some peculiar moral qualities of their own. 

You know, fellow-citizens, this story cannot be true ; 
for you remember, what you have heard and read, that 
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the' Cantiaeotdl'C^gf^s ia^ ^jeba^^ 
StateSf entered iiito^' Articles of Cbpfi^deraiion aii^ 
perpetual Union.'* This was finishe^pAdie J^t^WKo^ 
yember, 1777, as you find by the journal ot the' iConfi- 
nental Congress, pa^e 330 to 334.. In.page S[32ojf.thi9 
journal, we find Article 8. *^A|1 charges of War a^d^ 
other expenses that shall be incurred for the jponu^oj^ 
defence and general welfare, and allowed by the {wm^ 
ted States in Congress assembled, shall be .defrayed 
out of a common Treasury, to be supplied hy ih^ 
several States in proportion to the value <3f{ la^^ 
and buildings therein owned bj thei people ifaVrer 
of. The taxes for paying that proportion shall 1^^ laid 
and levied by authority of the several i$tat^si^ J^y^diis 
we see, that all expenses j and of course sXlclqims for ex^- 
penses incurred must be allowed by the United St^ie^ 
m Congress assembled. / / */ -.;. 

What claims, then, existed against ih^e TJnited Btat^ )|; 
and how were such diaims tp be examined, allowed 
and paid ? As they were to be paid bv the, Unite^ 
States out of a common^ or United States Treasury^ whp 
but the United States could examine^ and a/Zatc, these 
.cjlaims ? Accordingly we find by the journal^^ of Con- 
gressj (vol.. 3, page 721 ;) " Congress resolved to ap- 
point Commissioners for thatpurposq.'* This was dopp 
on the 27th of February^ 1782. \ Afterwards, May' 17, 
1785,as it appears hy the same journal, Tol. 4, page 483^ 
"It was resolved, that aU persons in any one cf the 
States^ having unliquidated glaims^ agains:t.the United 
States, shall deliver their accounts to ,s6me one . of th« 
Commissioners in such State^ within twelve months, or 
be precluded from the allowance of them.'* Commission- 
ers were for this puroose appointed in eaph of the Uni- 
ted States. These Commissioner^ did ip ^yery State, 
.and in Rhode-Island among the rest, set at statied^ti^es, 
and examine and allow all claims, which :we]re bVqiight 
before them and could be proved to be just. The V^iff- 
eral Jfssemhly of no State ever had ^y ttiiijig wiatev^er 
to €lo in this matter; and this Mr. Foster and hi$ men 
must have known. , . v '' 

The several States also had claipis against the ynitad 
estates ; and Congress did on the 7th of May, 1787, pass 
an ! ordinance entitled ^^ An Ordinance for scsttline 
the accounts between the United States, and the indil- 

. 3 
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t23iI«! Siates,^ tts| may be teen by the joitmal, vol. 4f 
jpage 743; TJndet this Ordmance the whole thirteen 
States, we9re fonned hito five Districts ; and ovtt Com* 
missioner Was appointed to each District. Six months 
were siUowed to each State, for exMbitiing'their respec* 
tire daims. ASL thoseclaimsr were settled, and added 
fogether ; and^to them was added also, the money which 
^e United States had hiried of France, and Spam, and 
Holland'; and' the whole amounted, with the interest 
doe upon it, to $54,1^4,464 56 cents on the 9^ of Jan- 
^arjTflT^C^ as it appears by the report of the Secrcta- 

Sof the Treasray of the United States, Alexander 
amilton. 
^ ' 'At the Same time it appearcid, that, each of the ser- 
yrtti States, owed large debts. They had purchased 
'*bf indiTidrtal^ abundance of things, necessary to carry on 
the War, which had raged in every State. At the cloise 
of that war, thesie States, which had made such purcha- 
ses of indiyiduals, mred those individuals for tne arti- 
cles, so purchased. Every State in the Unionr hon- 
'estly settled witili their creditors, and issued to them 
*State notes for the amount found due. 

AH those debts of the individual States amounted to 
'about $25,000,000, as it appears by the same report 
^ of the Secretary of the Treasury j 

Massachusetts owed - jf5,226,80I 29 
New-Hampshire - - 530,000 

Connecticut - - - 1,951,173 9Sf 

New-York - - - 1,167,575 26 
, New-Jersey - - - 783,680 65f 

* ' Pennsylvania . . 2,000,000 

Maryland - - 800,000 

Virpnia - . - 3,680,743 02* 

South Carolina - * 5,386,232 05 

At the time this report was made out,the Treasurem 
of the States of Georgia, North Carolina, Delaware and 
Rhode-Island had not forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States a statement of the 
State debt of each of those several States ; so that this 
Report of the Secretary of the United States Treasu- 
ry, does not contain a statement of these debts sepa* 
irately ; but from facts in his knowledge he estimates 
them to be altogether for those States, i4,$00»I94 SOl* 



' Whem the preeent Conatitution Qf the U. ^^tfi$ mu 
formed, the poeple of tl^e several States transferred^ 
that Govenuuent their ngjat^m each of those Statedly to 
raise a revenue by a duty on go.Qd9 imported frdpi other 
nations, to be used,, and consum^d> in this countiy.-r^ 
.This appears by the Consdtutioitf Article i$t, sectioti 
8th— "The Congress shall have power tp levy and cd- 
lect taxes, clt^i^^, imparis Bxxd excises to paythedebto 
and provide for the eoounon defence and general ivdi; 
jSsire of the United State^.^ By the 10th section of the 
same Article it appears that " No State shall, without 
the consent of Coi^ress, lay as^ import duties on im- 
ports (^oods brought into such State) or exports Vex- 
€ei>t what may be absolutely necessaiy for executing 
its ins(>ectjio^ law^.'f By this, it appearis, tHaf; all dutiei 
paid At' the Custom Houses in this State, and m ^U oth- 
er States^ are by the Collectors^ paid into the Treajsiu- 
ly of the Government of the IJnited States* In con- 
sideration of this grojot of the Peo})le of . the several 
Sttftes to the United States, die United States agreed 
to assume and pay, and did assume and pay for such 
States a large part of their debts. This payment and 
^^sumption was made in proportion to the taxes assessed 
in &e several States by the Stli Article of the Confed- 
eration which has been already quoted atXaige* The 
balances remaining, after these 9ums were assumed by 
the United States, constituted and made the State debts 
of each of the several States. 

The United States paid to France, Spain and Hol- 
land all the money, both principal and mteresi, which 
had been hired of them to cany on the lElevolutionary 
War. They agreed and settled with their home credi- 
tors^ according to what was called the funding sys- 
tem. This secured to those creditors about 78 cents on 
a dollar. For this those creditors agreed to give up 
their claims. 

The debts of the several States, which, as before 
stated, remained for them to pay, after what the United 
States had assumed, have been provided for, in such 
manner as the Legislatures of those States have, from 
time to time, devised. In some of the States better and 
in some worse, for their creditors, than ihose of the 

feneral Government fared in their settlement with tte 
Fnited States. 
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Rhode-I^Wd ii^^y nbthave done so well 'for hercred- 
\6rSf sts the United' States, ot some of the several 
Itates ; but nevertheless she has done pretty well for 
them, as it may bie seen by the recioirds of the State in 
r^rd to jthis matter. 

This is a faithful account of the debts of the United 
l^tates, of the sei^eral States, and of the State of Rhode- 
Island. The Uiiited States still owe a balance of their 
61^ Dfebt, amounting to $13,030, 168 SO; and the State 
of Rhode -Island owes also a balance of their Debt, a- 
iripiifttfilgih 1829,to $68,000, without the interest. 

Now what did the Committee to whom wasre- 
fen*ed the petition of certain of our creditors pro- 
pose t4 do concerning this State Debt ? — ^They pro- 
ipsed to, eVery cremtor,^ holding a note against the 
5taf e bearing interest of 6 per cent, and on which 
interest had been running, without any payment, for 
.many years,, to givehirfi a new note, bearing interest at 
4 per cent ; and < to pay him, at that ratio, one year's in- 
terest in cash, if he would give up his old nbte, and all 
claim fdr back interest upon it. if this had been done, 
it would have Wiped away all claim for back interest ; 
and reduced our debt from 6 to 4 per cent, interest an- 
nuailv. Itis true, nothing was done about this report ; 
ind the act which is set down in the " Hints" with "Be 
it enacted" was never acted upon, or so much as read 
in the House. What had your Senators to do with this 
piatter ? Why nothing ; you see, therefore, that all this 
itory pf beggaring ourselves, and our children, to pay 
tifahii feigned 9J\d fraudulent StaAe Debt, is a fabnca- 
tion conjured up by Mr. Potter and his men, to induce 
uis to turnout our /fli/A/wZ and tried Senators; and put 
Jackson men in tneir places. The great object was to 
have a Senate, which would repeal the law, and bring 
back the old Supreme Court upon our backs. Do you 
know any very rich man in oiHr South County, who nas 
made his money by shop-keeping ; and who has, for the 
last' ten years, had a law suit with a Farmer for a note 
of about J!J 1000? Might he not think the old Court 
, would give him a more prosperous ending to his law 
suit,than he had reason to expect from Judge Eddy and 
liis associates ? Did no such man vote for Isaac Wil- 
bour against Samuel Eddy? inquire; you will then 
understand one great object ot having a Jackson 
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Senate^no m t6 f^9rm the Supi^eme Court of R« XsIandL 
I shQuld have 9aid little ab^t the State Pebt had ncft 
Mr. Pdttet BiK^ las men, m their ^ Hmts" told us that it 
yr^s^Si^firaud. What will be said, by those fanners, 
who fsold cattle, and sheep, pork, and beef, eom, rye, 
and h&y, to the Gbmmisiiaries- fdr the use of the State 
ia the war; and received State notes lor the iiHbole 
amount *? what will they or the sons of those who are 
dead say, when the United States have paid part of 
these notes j and the State has paid other parts of them; 
yes, what win they say when they r^ad these " Hint®^ f 
^d "find men in Rhode-Ishtnd, wicked enough, to say 
theJrnotes ire without consideration, and all a fraud? 

Mr. John Brown, a rich merchant in Providence, is 
not forgotten Irf all the men 6f this generaticm. He 
was one of the patriots of the Revolution ; and dealt 
out his property to the State, with an unsparing htod. 
When they could not pay, he took State notes ; and 
tiie unpaid 'balance of tnese notes, he left toliis heirs. 
What iias Mr. Po//rt* and his men said in their "Hint^ 
concertiing John Brown, and the noteei left by him 
against the State? Why they say theSe notes a*€« k 
fraud ; and tiiat John Brown, the Pafariot df the Itevo- 
lution, was a knave ; because he left thfese notes *(y Msr 
heirs*at-lawJ ' ^ - ........ .. : • 

Mr. John Brown Francis,of Warwick, was one of the 
Committee, who made the report concerning the State 
Debt ; and advised the General Assembly to pay the 
creditors of the State,one year's interest at 4 per cent, if 
those creditors would give up all back interest, and take 
new notes, at 4 instead of 6 per cent. Mr. Frapcis is 
the grand-son of that distinguished citizen and patriot 
John Brown ; artd possesses nearly half of the very am- 
ple estate left by him. What wUl Mr. Francis say, 
what ought he to say, what in fact does he say, when he 
is told by these " Hints'' from Mr. Potter and his men 
that the part of his inheritance left by his venerated 
grand father in these notes, is a fraud on the State ; a 
vile fabrication o{ deceit ; the labour and the wages of 
iniquity ; a heritage of lies and imposition ? What think 
you would Mr. Potter say, to Mr. Danforth, Mr, Up- 
dike, Mr. Waterman, or anu of his debtors, whose notes 
have been standing more than six years without the 
payment of any interest, what would he say, if thefite 



fnendU sdiould te& him all such old dotes are a fraud, 
and without anjr honest consideration ? 

The truth is, Fanners of RhodeJsIand, that the Uni- 
ted States, and each of the several States did, at the 
elose of the Revolutionary War owe heavy debts ; that 
the most of these hare been paid-; that the United 
States redeemed their iiotes, at about 78 cents on a dol- 
lar ; that this State has redeemed a part of her notes at 
66 cents on a dollar ; and that, if the State prosper as it 
did during the last administration of the brovemment, 
iifteen years to come, RhodeJsland will, without one 
cent of tax on landed interest, redeem, on terms equal- 
ly honourable, every note now out standing against the 
State. 

In the /S¥;r/A place Mr. Potter and bis men in their 
*^ Hints," accuse the Senate of paying to Mr. Hazard, 
and Mr. A. G. Greene, the Attorney-ISeneral, $200 for 
attending the case of the State with the Banks,concem- 
ing die Sank; tax, at the Circuit Court at Providence, 
last November. In order to understand this, it is nec- 
essary to look a little into this Bank tax, ai|d consider its 
importance to the State. 

Stmie years after the last War, when business began 
to thrive and prosper in the State, manufacturing, and 
commerce, between the various parts of the State, and 
of tiie United States, flourished. In consequence of 
this, large capitals were accumulated by the business of 
auctioneering, money exchange, sales in lotteries,^ and 
banking* It was found that au these several trades had 
^rown up and were flourishing from the labours and 
fruits of agriculture, manufactures and commerce. Es- 
pecially it appeared, that the labour and capital, 
which the farmers and merchants of the State,had turn- 
ed, from their former employments, to the business of 
manufacturing, had mightily multiplied all these trades; 
and in a pecuhar manner, had these Manufactures ex- 
tended tne business of Banking. Men could remem- 
ber when all the business of the State was merely farm- 
ing, trading at sea, and store-keeping, in both town and 
country. The old Providence !3ank, and the Rhode-Isl- 
and Bank, at Newport, were then the o^ly Banks: 
and about $5Q0,000 was the whole Banking capital k 
the State. At the present time Banks are estaolishec 
all over the State, and capital is employed, in this bust 



negi^ t0 tlie aiBOwt of iiumy i^^ of doSgn^ !»• 
deed thte, andthe other traoes above^mentiimed^ seem 
to draw their iiourishmeiit from the home trade, mash 
i^cturin^, and lanoiag of the State; very mudi as you 
hare aemi grape-vmes in the woods grow up from the 
taotSj as^ support themselves on the brmchef of the 
flourishiiig trees about them. lu &ct these were ihi^ 
most safe and easy» as well as the most profitable-trades 
in the State. 

In consideration of these thin^ the General Aasi^nr 
bly thotidbt it but just to put a tax on Sales at Aucticm, 
Mcmey jBxclmi^ Offices^ sales of Lottery Tiokets» 
and banking. The proceeds of these taxes have for 
six years supported the govemmevit } paid all genend 
facers; paid the Juikes of the Snprone Coi]rt*4he Rep- 
resentatives to the General Assemblv-^the Jurors m 
the several Counties; disftributed totne different town# 
for Free Schools the sum of $10,000,and finally laid up 
in the Treasury of the State a balance of more than 
$10,000, to be disposed of as we may choose to direct 

The last <year some of the Banks objected to the pay- 
ment of this tax; and a suit at law was eonunenced in the 
Circuit Court to try the question. It is an iomartant 
case, and of vital interest to the State. The General 
Assembly employed as Counsel for the State in this case 
Mr. Hazard and Mr. Greene the Attorney General, — 
On the part of the BaaJcs^ were esigaj^ed Mr. Hunter, 
Mr. Searle, Mr^ Whipide and Mr. Thomas Burgess.-^ 
The case was carried through the Circuit Court and ap* 
pealed up to the Supreme Court at Washington* Now 
Farmers of Bhode-Island what lawyer of talents, fit 
to be entrusted with such a case, would have attended 
to it for less than $ 100 ? Mr. Updike says in the ^* Hints" 
a lawyer might have been had for $10. Mr. jjjpdike 
would doubtless have been engaged for less than that 
amount. I h»ve before now, given a dollar for a good 
substantial pocket-knife, with a pair of keen blttd$s to it^ 
one that would prune a small tree, and one that would 
mend a pen ; when, at the same time, I was ^ffered^ ior 
nine-pence y a greats clumsy ^ half finished jack^^cmfes that 
would twn if you attempted to cut b. green birch aw pin 
with it. I thmk, my brothers of the plough, you wouM 
have done as I did ; and I knowyou would have done as 
the General Assembly did. For it is but fouryeaif 
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tonciey; tho' he: offered h& lervic^s ito yem bUt^id 
diQQse Mr^ Greene who made no $mh Qffer* :. 

Mi:. Potter and jbis men make a. Sjtvmth acawatioii 
in their ^^Hiats" aj^^mt your Semte. They aay that 
at last January, session^ the General. Assembly yojked to 
give Mr* Hazard $500 to go to Washington b^st to;get 
the JBank case continued ; for a» /A^y sa)?,. V every body 
knew it could not be tried.^ Now I pray of .you in- 
quire and ^' ponder^ upon this accusation ? Who miade 
die. motion m theGeneral Assembly to give theJ&OO? 
It was Judge Bicloiell ofBarrington ; the /oe^ fiiesid of 
MnPotteic Th^ very glove Xohis.hand* Mn Pott» 
himself voted for it, The same sum had be^^y0ted» 
Jast October session* to Mr* Searle, for the name pur- 
pose ; but Mr.Searle would not go to.Waslmigtoa, for 
/Aa/ sumi on /fta/ business ; and the General Assembly 
were obliged to engage another gentleman. . In trutib, 
inquire ofevery lawyer, in or (mt of the State, and fit 
for such a business ; and it will be found you could not 
obtain a man of the talents of Mr. Hazard, and of his 
known fidelity to his cUents, for a le^s sum th w $500. 
What did Mr. Potter give, in his JEzekiel Gardiner ease? 
, He kniw the price of law services ; and. voted tibtat ^um 
J» Mr. Haasard. 

. They say " the case could not be tried> a&d there was 
.mo need erf any lawyer to go last winter." . ^ow llliis k 
•SLgrws misrepresentation.- . Ilhe case would have been 
tried, but for one very singular act, in the administra- 
tion of the General Government. There was, at the 
beginning of the last session of €ongress» a vacancy in 
the Supreme Court, occasioned by the death of Judge 
Trimble of Kentucky. Early in December, Mr. Ad- 
ams nominated to the Senate Mr, Crittenden of Ohio, 
as a ^ifdge, to fill that vacancy. It is a rule of the Su- 
preme Court,not to try cases similar to that of this State 
with the Banks, unless in a iiiU Court. The Court 
meet the 30th of January ; every body, having business 
in the Court, expected the Senate would confirin the 
nomination of Mr. Crittenden, so that he m%ht be in 
Washington, early in February. It wasthe fact that Mr. 
Crittenden was not a Jackson man ; and the Jackson ma-' 
jority of the Senate would not act on this nomination, 
either to confirm or to reject it, until Mr. Adams went 



